Changing the world for children with autism

Your guide to...

fundraising
www.aadi.ie
CHY19293

Thank you for your support
On behalf of all the families awaiting our support, thank you for kindly
considering organising a fundraiser to support Autism Assistance Dogs Ireland.
1 in every 65 children in Ireland has autism and the demand for our highly
trained Assistance Dogs is overwhelming. Our dogs are specially trained to
provide safety, companionship, reduce anxiety, promote independence and
improve coping mechanisms of children who are currently struggling with some
of the debilitating symptoms of this invisible disability.
Your support will help us raise vital awareness and funds that ultimately will
change the world for a child with autism.
This guide aims to give you all the information you need to plan, organise, enjoy
your fundraising event and smash your fundraising target. If you need any
advise, further support or fundraising materials please don't hesitate to contact
me.
Kind Regards
Carla Ankiah

Head of Fundraising, Partnerships & Supporter Relations

(022) 43851
carla@aadi.ie
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Your support matters!!
We rely on fundraising and
donations to reach children
who are struggling with
this invisible disability.

Get inspired by fun fundraising ideas to
fit your lifestyle...

Whether you go it alone and take
on a challenge...

...or get together
with a couple of
friends and
organise an
event...

...or involve your colleagues,
neighbors, friends or school.

We will help you organise a
FUN fundraiser

Bring together some friends for some fun!
Quiz or Bingo night

Gather together some donations for prizes.
Players pay to play. Win or lose, it's the giving that
counts!

Pool/Darts Tournament

There's nothing like a healthy bit of
competition. You could get local
businesses to donate prizes for the winner

Sponsored leg
or chest wax
What's a little pain when
you're doing it for a good
cause!

Karaoke or a
Night out

Have some fun and let your hair
down with friends. Sell tickets
and/or hold a raffle

Have fun with the family and involve the
children
Family fun day

Organise a family fun day. You could host a fancy
dress competition, do facepainting, sell raffle
tickets etc.

Treasure or egg hunt
Get all the local kids involved with a
fun hunt for 'treasure'

Bake sale

Get baking with the kids
and host a bake sale

Sponsored walk
or run

Get together and obtain
sponsorship to walk/run a nice
scenic trail

Inject a bit of fun into your working
environment & get your colleagues involved
Hold an event or competition
Are you thinking big? Why not host a themed
night, auction night or competition.

Team Challenge

Do you have some daring colleagues?
Push each other to step outside your
comfort zone and get sponsorship to do
something daring.

Quit it

Get together and raise
sponsorship to kick those
bad habits!

Match it!
Ask your employer about
matched giving and see if you
can double your donations.

Remember why we're doing this...
"Before my son Adam received his autism assistance dog
from AADI, one of us would have to always stay at home
with Adam so being a family together didn’t happen. This
definitely affected my other two children...
...Since we got an autism assistance dog from AADI, all of my
children can now live a normal life. Adam feels calmer and
he is now safer. He can cope with going out to the shop, to
new places...
...it now only takes one of us to support Adam with daily tasks...
...Because of Earl, Adams speech has gone from being solely functional, to being
filled with emotion. Adam even started to say to Earl, “I love you” and as a result he
now can spontaneously say to myself and Neill, “I love you”. As parents, to hear
your child finally tell you that he loves you is incredible."
Caroline - Mother of Adam and owner of Autism Assistance dog Earl
"Life before Bella, our autism assistance dog, was hard.
Rebecca was living in a ball of anxiety...
...Now Rebecca can concentrate, she can adjust to the
world around her, she watches everything that is
happening now and she has a great laugh. Rebecca’s
speech has improved so much since Bella has taken away
her anxiety...
...She has gone from being in a special school to moving into a mainstream school.
Rebecca and Bella go to school together every morning. She goes to new places,
normal childhood things that would have had her climbing the walls with
anguish before...
...What more could you want for your child and all because we got an assistance
dog from AADI"
Elizabeth - Mother of Rebecca and owner of Autism Assistance dog Bella
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Make it happen
v

Call in some favours

You might be surprised as to what talents your friends have
and can offer you to enhance your event. Do you know a
master baker? A face painter? Or someone who can offer you a
venue free of charge? If you don’t ask you don’t get. Get your
talented friends on board. Together you’ll be unstoppable.

v
v

Pick a date and location

Choose your venue and secure your date.
Don’t forget to check for any big local
weddings, communions or events that may
affect your turnout.

v

Spread the word

Once you have a plan of action, make sure you tell
everyone about it! Facebook is a great place to start. Set
up a fundraising page, invite all your friends and
encourage them to invite their friends too.
Be sure to put posters on notice boards and ask local
businesses if you can put up posters in their windows.

v

Acquire a few freebies

Tell local businesses about your plans to help
change the lives of children with Autism. They
may give you a raffle prize or another donation.
It doesn’t hurt to ask and you might be
surprised as to how generous people are.

v
Broadcast it
v
If you plan on hosting a big event or want to
maximise turnout, get in touch with your local
paper or radio station. This way your whole
community will hear about your plans. Don’t
hesitate to contact us if you require support or
advise on publicising your event in the media.

v

Keep the momentum
Kick things off by posting a selfie with
the pledge card included in this kit.
Then post regular updates to keep the
momentum and interest around your
fundraising.

Reel in the funds
Set a target

v

How far will you go to help change the lives
of children with Autism? Setting a
fundraising target is a great way to motivate
yourself and persuade your supporters to
part with a few extra euros.

v
Go online
v
Go to www.autismassistancedogsireland.ie and click
FUNDRAISE to set up an online fundraising page. It’s super
easy to set up and makes fundraising fuss-free with money
going directly to AADI. Alternatively you can set up a
fundraising page directly on facebook by visiting
https://www.facebook.com/fund/AutismAssistanceDogsIRL/

v

Share it and Shout about it!
Post it on Facebook. Tweet it. Share it. Snapchat it.
Instagram it. Leave no social media stone unturned
to get your friends and family behind you and
following the link to your fundraising page.

v

Old School? That’s cool

If you’d rather not go online, that’s not a problem. You can send us your
hard-earned donations by postal order, cheque or lodge them direct into our
account. Remember to include your name and fundraiser number (if
available) so we know it’s from you.
Our bank account details are;
'Autism Assistance Dogs Ireland'
Permanent TSB, Mallow, Cork
IBAN: IE54 IPBS 9907 1317 2637 76
BIC: IPBSIE2D

Erm

v
v
John,

can I get that fiver?

Don’t feel awkward asking people to hand over
the cash. If you blush at the very mention of
money, why not send your friends a message
thanking them for their support rounded off
with a polite reminder to pay up ASAP.

Remember why
you are doing this...

v

There’s no time for stalling or self-doubt on your
fundraising journey. You’re doing something
incredible – you are changing the world for a child
with autism and you’re going to see it through.
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"Autism Assistance Dogs didn't just save my son.
They saved our whole family. They were the
lifeline out of our living nightmare"
Debbie Carr, mother to Aidan who has Autism Assistance Dog Gandi

v
'Autism Assistance Dogs Ireland'
Mallow House, Shortcastle Street, Mallow, Co. Cork

T: (022) 43851
E: info@aadi.ie

www.aadi.ie
CHY19293

